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Abstract
Microplastics are small solid plastic particles composed of mixtures of polymers and
functional additives. They may also contain residual impurities. Microplastics can be



unintentionally formed when larger pieces of plastic, like car tires or synthetic textiles, wear
and tear. But they are also deliberately manufactured and added to products for specific
purposes, such as exfoliating beads (microbeads) in facial or body scrubs.

Once in the environment, microplastics do not biodegrade. They accumulate in animals,
including fish and shellfish, and are consequently also consumed as food by humans. Thus,
they are of imminent concern. Yet, the science of analyzing for them and the regulatory
framework by which we can control them, is in its infancy.

California is again on the forefront of cracking into this problem. In August, 2022, the State
Water Resources Control Board issued a document “"POLICY HANDBOOK ESTABLISHING A
STANDARD METHOD OF TESTING AND REPORTING OF MICROPLASTICS IN DRINKING
WATER.” No other state has done so, yet.

We will examine the items in the proposal including the details of laboratory testing and
give you updates as to where we are in tackling this current environmental problem.
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